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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Amble  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  80  in  the  estimated  mid-year  population, 
and  births  exceeded  deaths  by  29*  The  birth  rate  of  17*99  per  1*000  of 
the  population  compares  with  the  rate  of  16.42  for  1957 > and  is  above  the 
national  rate  of  I6.4O. 

I am  very  pleased  to  report  again  a nil  return  for  infant  and  neonatal 
mortality  rates.  This  extremely  favourable  trend  appears  to  have  been 
maintained  since  the  war  and  compares  very  well  with  the  infant  mortality 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is,  at  present,  23*1  per  1,000  live  births. 

Similarly,  stillbirths  remain  well  below  the  national  average,  the 
rate  being  11.23  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  compared  with  21.6  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  have  increased  from  48  in  the  previous  year  to  59)  and  the 
bulk  of  this  increase  appears  to  be  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system.  This  group  increased  from  37 i°  to  57/^  of  all  deaths, 
or  numerically  from  17  to  34*  Splitting  this  group  further,  it  is  seen 
by  reference  to  the  table  of  causes  of  deaths  that  15  deaths  were  due  to 
"strokes",  and  nine  due  to  coronary  thrombosis.  Coronary  thrombosis, 
therefore,  accounted  for  approximately  26$  of  this  group  or  again,  15 $ 
of  all  deaths.  I have  divided  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  into  a 
classification  of  occupational  groups  according  to  the  Registrar  General's 
classification,  and  this  is  shown  hereunder? - 


CLASSIFICATION 

MALE 



1 T [ 
FEMALE 

J 

Class  1 

(Professional  etc.) 

Class  11 

^Intermediate  occupations) 

- 

- 

Class  111 

(Skilled  occupations) 

3 (3) 

1 

Class  IV 

^Partly  skilled  occupations) 

- 

1 

Class  V 

(Unskilled  occupations) 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

4 (3) 

* 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  deaths  at  age  65  years  and  over) 


In  the  Registrar  General's  Decennial  Supplement  on  Area  Mortality, 

England  and  Wales,  1951)  a higher  incidence  of  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis 
is  shown  for  the  North  and  West  of  the  Country.  There  is  also  a definite 
gradient  in  social  classes  among  men  aged  20  to  64  years;  the  higher 
incidence  being  in  the  professional  classes  and  lowest  in  the  partly  skilled 
and  unskilled  occupations.  In  this  age  group,  married  women  do  not  show 
the  same  social  gradient. 

Cancer  accounted  for  almost  12$  of  all  deaths,  which  shows  a reduction 
over  the  previous  year,  (20$)  , although  lung  cancer  still  accounted  for  almost 
a half  of  the  cancer  deaths  and  is  still  relatively  higher  than  the  incidence 
of  this  disease  in  my  other  districts.  For  example,  in  Alnwick,  with  a 
population  of  7)500,  only  2 deaths  were  attributed  to  lung  cancer,  representing 
only  10$  of  all  cancer  deaths. 


The  Chief  Medical  Officer  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1957?  published  a 
table  showing  the  extent  to  which  lung  cancer  mortality  has  affected  total 
cancer  death  rates,  viz. 

Mortality  per  million  living  (standardized)  for  England  & Wales 


1 

Period 

Cancer 

- All  sites 

Lung  & Bronchus 

All  sites  excluding 
Lung  & Bronchus 

M 

F 

M F 

M j 

F 

i 1901  - 1910 

784 

— 

942 

10.2  | 7.0 

774 

935 

1 1911  - 1920 

897 

959 

12.7  1 7.0 

884 

952 

| 1921  - 1930 

1,000 

980 

25.1  ; 9*6 

975 

970 

1 1931  - 1939 

1,053 

962 

85.6  | 22.1 

968 

940 

1 1940  - 1949 

1,073 

892 

186.8  1 33 .9 

887 

858 

i 1950  - 1954 

i 

1,175 

855 

335.6  ! 47.3 

840 

808 

It  will  be  seen  that  for  cancer  of  all  sites,  male  mortality  has  steadily 
increased  since  1901,  but  female  mortality  decreased  since  1930* 

Excluding  lung  aid  bronchus,  male  mortality  since  1930  shows  a decrease 
somewhat  similar  to  the  female  decrease. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  also  stated,  "The  increase  (in  lung  cancer)  is 
accepted  as  real  and  not  to  be  wholly  accounted  for  by  an  ageing  population 
and  improved  methods  of  diagnosis.  The  important  conclusion  reached  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  was  that  the  most  reasonable  explanation  of  the  very 
great  increase  was  that  a major  part  of  it  was  caused  by  tobacco  smoking, 
particularly  in  the  form  of  cigarettes." 

We  must  all  face  the  facts,  and  it  is  of  primary  importance  to  discourage 
the  rising  generation  from  adopting  the  habit  of  cigarette  smoking.  It  has 
been  shown  that  the  risk  is  greater  by  far  in  the  heavy  smoker,  i.e.  a person 
who  smokes  25  or  more  per  day,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  either  to  drop 
the  habit  or  reduce  consumption. 

No  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  and  this  compares  with 
93  cases  in  1957*  A mild  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  in  the  district 
during  November  and  December,  and  three  cases  were  attributed  to  food  poisoning. 

During  June  and  July,  there  was  an  epidemic  of  mild  gastro-enteritis , so 
mild  that  no  notifications  were  received.  I was  informed,  however,  that  this 
disease  v/as  prevalent  not  only  in  Amble,  but  throughout  North  Northumberland, 
and  specimens  were  submitted  with  negative  results.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
outbreak,  general  practitioners  reported  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
pyelitis,  many  of  which  were  due  to  infection  by  B.  Coli,  or  appeared  to  be 
related  to  the  gastro-intestinal  disturbances. 

Fortunately,  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  and  again  Amble  parents 
responded  very  well  to  the  campaign  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis. 

950  children  (84 %)  received  at  least  two  injections  since* the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  programme  commenced.  I am  glad  to  state  that  this  very  good 
response  was  experienced  throughout  my  area,  i.e.  North  Northumberland,  v/here 
a total  of  11,000  out  of  an  estimated  number  of  13,000  children  received  the 
vaccine,  giving  85^  for  the  area  as  a whole.  In  September,  1958?  the  Minister 
made  the  vaccine  available  to  the  15  - 25  age  group,  but  the  response  by  this 
group  has  not  been  good.  In  North  Northumberland,  300  out  of  an  estimated 
number  of  7?040  have  had  two  doses  of  the  vaccine,  and  early  in  1959?  efforts 
will  be  renewed  to  encourage  these  persons  to  come  forward  for  their  own 
protection. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  also  continued  at 
a high  level,  although  the  number  receiving  booster  doses  was  lower.  The 
numbers  receiving  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  vaccine,  together  with 
booster  or  reinforcing  doses,  is  shown  on  Page  8. 

Three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  was  no  death  from  this  cause.  A graph  of  notifications  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  from  1921  to  1958  is  shown  below s 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Notifications  1921  - 1957  and.  1948  - 1958 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  1921  - 1957  and  1954  - 1958. 
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1921  1926  1931  1936  1948  1953  1958 

(No  records  of  tuberculosis  deaths  available  for  period  1948  - 1953) 


Notifications; 

Deaths; 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  number  of  earth  closets  in  the  town 
has  been  reduced  from  37  to  24.  Of  the  remaining  24,  it  will  be  noted 
from  my  Inspector's  report  that  12  are  likely  to  be  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  1959 » and  of  the  remaining  12,  5 are  in  properties 
scheduled  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  It  is  very  surprising 
that  two  of  the  remaining  properties  are  occupied  by  owners  who  are 
apparently  quite  content  to  retain  this  antiquated  and  obnoxious  method  of 
disposal.  I must  again  appeal  to  all  of  the  owners  to  remedy  this  blot 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  again  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  my 
department  and  also  to  thank  Mr.  T.B.  Adamson,  Surveyor,  Public  Health 
Inspector,  the  Clerk  and  Financial  Officer  and  their  staffs  for  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  they  so  willingly  gave.  I also  wish  to 
record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  service  and  help  I have  received 
in  preparing  my  ten  year  review  of  the  National  Health  Service  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  also  the  Alnwick  & District  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  staffs  of  the  Alnwick  and  Rothbury  hospitals. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1946 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service,  and  although  Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111  of  the 
Act  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  I would  like  to  give  a 
resume  of  these  services  and  also  to  include  the  services  provided 
locally  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Administrative  Arrangements 

In  North  Northumberland  from  July,  1948,  all  the  services  were 
administered  centrally  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  County 
Health  Committee  until  20th  November,  1951,  when  an  Area  Sub-Committee 
was  established  for  North  No.  2.  area.  This  area  included  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Alnwick  and  Amble,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Alnwick  and  Rothbury.  Certain  functions  were  delegated  to  this 
Sub-Committee  but  the  central  administration  continued.  On  the 
1st  June,  1955,  the  appointment  of  Area  Executive  Medical  Officer 
combined  with  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district 
Councils  was  made,  and  an  office  established  in  Alnwick  to  carry  out 
the  delegated  functions.  At  the  same  time  an  Area  Sub-Committee  for 
North  No.  1.  area  was  established,  and  comprised  the  Borough  of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Belford,  Glendale  and 
Norham  and  Islandshires . 

The  functions  under  the  Act  are  now  divided  into  two  groups: - 

(1)  Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  and 

(2)  Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee  through  the 
North  Area  Sub-Committees. 

Under  Group  1 the  County  functions  include :- 

(A;  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(B)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

(C)  Health  Visiting 

(D)  Mental  Health  Services 

In  the  Second  Group  the  following  are  administered  locally: - 

(E)  The  Ambulance  Service 
The  Domestic  Help  Service 

(G)  Measures  relating  to  the  Prevention  of  Illness  and  the  Care  and 
After-Care  of  Sick  Persons 

(H)  Measures  relating  to  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(i)  Measures  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease 

(j)  Health  Education 

(K)  The  Management  of  Health  Centres  and  other  premises  vested  in  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 


North  No.  2 Area 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Alnwick  and  Amble, 
fortnightly  at  Alnmouth,  Craster,  Embleton,  Felton,  Longhoughton, 
Rothbury  and  Shilbottle,  and  monthly  at  L ongf rami ing ton  and  Warkworth. 
Five  of  these  clinics  are  attended  by  local  general  practitioners,  and 
the  remainder  by  Medical  Officers  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  Alnwick  Infirmary  and  at  Amble  Child 
Welfare  Centre  and  the  local  doctors  see  their  own  patients  at  these 
clinics.  Elsewhere  the  ante-natal  care  is  conducted  in  the  surgery  or 
in  the  patient's  o wn  home. 
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The  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  attend  the  Alnwick  and 
Amble  Ante-natal  Clinics  with  the  family  doctors  and  this  co-operation 
is  very  commendable  and  to  everyone's  advantage. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I have  taken  the  years  194-9  and 
1998  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  table  below,  that  there 
has  been  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  home  deliveries . 


Districts 

Deli- 

veries 

194-9 

Deli- 

veries 

1958 

Total 

Visits 

194-9 

Total 

Visits 

1958 

Alnwick 

100 

28 

4-714- 

4611 

Amble 

62 

26 

5020 

2942 

Edlingham 

7 

2 

1366 

1402 

Embleton 

23 

5 

2520 

831 

Felton 

8 

7 

1276 

1512 

Glanton 

- 

2 

- 

1070 

Harbottle 

— 

3 

- 

565 

Longhoughton 

3 

4- 

2518 

1472 

Rothbury 

3 

5 

134-3 

2081 

Shilbottle 

15 

9 

2 666 

2413 

Warkworth 

11 

10 

1662 

1626 

’vYhittingham 

5 

1 

1191 

2143 

TOTALS 

237 

102 

24276 

22668 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  visits  shows  a 
slight  decrease  for  1958,  but  this  is  probably  due  to  the  changing 
nature  of  the  work  as  approximately  60%  of  the  patients  visited  are 
over  65  years  of  age,  and  the  nursing  care  and  attention  they  require 
claims  a considerable  amount  of  the  nurse's  time. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  change  which  has  occurred  in  the  Ambulance  Service  is 
evident  by  a study  of  the  following  table 

Ambulance  Service  North  No,  2.  Area  194-9  and  1958 


Districts  Served 

1949 

1958 

Alnwick  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

1218 

2402 

Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

1729 

7637 

Rothbury  R.D. 

Mileage 

61,116 

145,557 

Amble  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

550 

1326 

Part  of  Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

1216 

5993 

Part  of  Morpeth  R.D. 

Mileage 

33,958 

74,997 

Ambulance  Car*  Service 

Alnwick  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

332 

3 

Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

363 

10 

Rothbury  R.D. 

Mileage 

22,224 

81 

3 


Home  Help  Service 


NORTH  NO.  2 AREA 

HOME  HELPS  EMPLOIED 

CASES  ASSISTED 

P.T. 

P.T. 

P.T. 

P.T. 

194-9 

12 

11 

110 

57 

1958 

- 

70 

4- 

187 

Nearly  70/o  of  cases  assisted  come  into  the  category  of  elderly 
chronic  cases  and  many  have  remained  on  the  "books  for  a few  years. 
Households  with  chronic  illness,  infirmity,  blindness,  tuberculosis 
or  persons  living  alone,  are  helped  for  as  long  as  is  necessary  and 
this  large  number  of  cases  is  catered  for  by  part-time  home  helps 
■who  travel  between  cases  daily  and  do  domestic  duties  for  these  old 
people  so  that  they  can  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes.  Home 
helps  are  also  supplied  in  households  where  the  mother  requires 
assistance  during  confinement  and  where  there  is  an  acute  emergency 
owing  to  illness. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  110  full-time  cases  received 
assistance  in  19*4-9*  as  against  4-  full-time  cases  in  1958*  The 
majority  of  these  cases  were  home  confinements  and  the  change 
certainly  appears  to  be  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  hospital 
confinements . 

The  part-time  worker  is  still  found  to  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  home  assisted  and  the  increased  number  of  such  workers  denotes 
the  fact  that  more  women  are  being  employed  in  the  morning  hours. 

It  has  also  been  found  more  useful  to  enlist  part-time  workers  who 
are  willing  to  assist  a home  full-time  for  a short  period  when  the 
need  anises,  and  the  use  of  willing  neighbours  to  act  as  temporary 
home  helps  has  been  the  best  way  to  meet  the  demands  for  help  in 
villages  where  transport  is  difficult. 

The  householder  is  expected  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a home 
help,  the  amount  to  be  paid  being  assessed  on  a scale  which  takes 
into  account  the  income  of  the  householder,  the  number  in  the  family 
and  the  amount  paid  in  rent  or  rates . 


194-9  NIL  to  l/9d.  per  hour 

1958  3d.  to  3/3^ d.  per  hour  (Minimum  charge  2/6d. 

per  week) 


(Gases  assessed  at  3H.  per  hour  who  are  in  receipt  of 
National  Assistance,  maximum  charge  2/6d.  per  week) 

Home  helps  are  paid  at  the  rate  recommended  by  the  Northern 
Provincial  Council  for  Local  Authorities'  Services: 


194-9 

l/8  d.  per  hour 

1958 

3/l^d.  per  hour 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  Help  Service,  together  with  the 
Home  Nursing  Service,  is  of  great  importance  if  the  pressure  on 
hospital  accommodation  is  to  be  relieved. 
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Regional  Hospital  Board.  Services 

In  the  North  No.  2 Area,  there  are  three  hospitals:  Alnwick  Infirmary, 

which  deals  with  general  medical  and  surgical  cases,  Hillcrest  Maternity  Unit, 
and,  in  Rothbury,  Coauetdale  Hospital,  which  takes  medical  and  maternity  cases. 


ALNWICK  INFIRMARY : 

Before  the  National  Health  Service,  like  all  the  other  hospitals  in  the 
area,  Alnwick  Infirmary  was  supported  by  voluntary  funds  and  effort.  It  has 
28  beds.  In  1947,  there  were  477  admissions  compared  with  6l6  in  1958*  It  is 
interesting  to  compare  the  work  done  in  1947  with  that  of  1958  and  this  is  shown 
in  the  table  below. 


Operations  carried 

Operations  (Major  & Minor) 

Year 

out  by 

carried  out  by 

Visiting  Surgeons 

General  Practitioners 

1947 

28 

272 

1958 

221 

1,099 

A study  of  the  operations  carried  out  is  also  interesting  and  some  examples 
are  hereby  given 


j 

1 

1 

1 

Operations 

j 

1947 

Performed  by 

1958 

Performed  by 

Surgeons 

General 

Practitioners 

Surgeons j General 

iPractitioners 

1 

Appendicectomy 

— 

25 

16  ! 

- 

Amputation  of  Breast 

2 

2 

1 1 

- 

Caesarean  Section 

2 

i 

~ 

Circumcision 

1 

27 

| 

1 

“ J 

2 

Cholycystectomy 

2 

1 

j 

j 

- 

Haemorrhoidectomy 

6 

5 i 

- 

Hernia 

5 

5 

20 

- 

Laparotomy 

- 

1 

r 

Hysterectomy 

I 

- 

- 

- 

Perineo-colporraphy 

i 

4 

2 

- 

- 

Tonsils  & Adenoids 

— 

j 57 

82 

There  has  also  been  a change  in  the  number  of  outpatients'  clinics. 

In  1947 » there  was  only  one  monthly  surgical  consultant  clinic;  in  1958,  the 
following  clinics  were  aval lab le:- 


V/eekly : 


Fortnightly: 


i per  month: 


Psychiatric  ; 
Chest 

E.N.T . 

i 

Gynaecology  ; 
Orthopaedic  j 
Medical 

Surgical 
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HILLCREST  MATERNITY  UNIT: 

Until  April,  1952,  the  majority  of  the  confinements  in  the  distx’iot  took 
place  at  home,  or  at  a private  nursing  home  at  Wark worth , or  at  the  Mona  Taylor 
Hospital,  Stannington.  Hillcrest  was  opened  in  April,  1952,  with  12  beds,  and 
by  31st  December,  1952,  128  mothers  were  delivered.  In  1953,  there  were  303 
confinements,  and,  in  1958 , 423* 


C0Q.UETDALE  HOSPITAL , ROTHBURY  ; 

This  hospital  was  opened  in  January,  1947 » and  previously  had  been  used  as 
a convalescent  home.  In  1947 > 75  general  patients  were  admitted  and  25  midwifery 

cases.  There  were  no  clinics.  In  1958,  193  patients  were  admitted  of  whom  79 
were  aged  sixty-five  or  over.  ??,(.  mothers  were  confined. 

Out-patients’  clinics  available  during  1958  were  as  follows :- 


Weekly:  Ante -Natal 

t Monthly:  Gynaecology  j 

Orthopaedic  i 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  live  births  occurring  at  Hillcrest 
Maternity  Unit,  Alnwick,  and  Coquetdale  Maternity  Hospital,  Rothbury,  in  1958, 
with  the  districts  of  parents:- 


District 

Hillcrest  Maternity 
j Unit,  Alnwick. 

Coquetdale  Maternity 
Hospital,  Rothbury. 

i Alnwick  Urban 

• • • 

• • • 

i 85 

I 

Alnwick  Rural 

• • • 

• • • 

i 135 

5 i 

Amble  Urban  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

| 50 

Rothbury  Rural 

• • • 

• • • 

! 8 

67 

Ashington 

• • • 

• • • 

! 8 

32 

Bedlington 

• • • 

• • • 

i 8 

28 

Bellingham 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

11 

| Belford 

• • • 

• • • 

34  | 

Blyth 

• • • 

• • • 

i 3 

6 

Castle  Ward 

# • • 

• • • 

1 

7 

Durham 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

, Glendale 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

2 

j Gosforth  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

i } 

1 

| Jarrow 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

Longbenton  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Mere  & Tisbury  (Wilts) 

♦ • • 

• • 0 

_ 

1 

Morpeth  Urban 

• • « 

• • • 

6 

48 

Morpeth  Rural  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

51 

52 

! N ewburn  • • • 

• • u 

• • • 

| 

1 

i Newbiggin  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 3 

18 

! N or ham  . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

j 1 

i Seaton  Valley  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

1 

j South  Shields  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

i Sunderland  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

j Stakeford  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Tynemouth 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

•* 

West  Hartlepool  ••• 

• • • 

* • t 

1 

Whitley  Bay  ••• 

• • ♦ 

• • o 

1 

__ ______ ____  , 

TOTALS : 

I 

J 

j 418 

i 

j 282 

TOTAL  STILLBIRTHS: 

j 5 

r 

4! 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  is  1,220  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1,555  and  the  number  of  new  houses 
completed  during  the  year  is  41 • 

The  rateable  value  is  £42,870  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
is  £180. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  is  4 >890  and  this  figure  is  taken 
when  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  rate . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

46 

37 

83 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

Totals 

49 

39 

88 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population 

17-99 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate 

per  1,000  total  live  and 

stillbirths 

11.25 

Total  of  live  and  stillbirths  89 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5*58 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 

Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Totals  - - - 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  Nil 

Infant  Deaths  Under  One  Year 

Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Totals  - - - 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  Nil 
Legitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  legitimate  live  births)  Nil 
Illegitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births)  Nil 


Deaths  from  Measles  Nil 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  Nil 


Deaths 


35  24  59 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  12.06 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  7 
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Table  1. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

" " Lung,  Bronchus 

" " Breast 

" " Uterus 

Other- Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  A leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


TOTALS ; 


Male  Female 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 1 


9 6 

7 2 

1 

4 5 


35 


24 


Table  2. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  1 

Whooping  C ough  9 

Diphtheria  - 

Measles 

Pneumonia  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery  8 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  - 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning  3 


Total 


VO]  I I Ol  | | M H I H H-MV)  I I-  VO  HVDU1  I I-  W H I w P H 
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Table  3 . 

IMMUNISATION . 


1 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  ] 
IMMUNISATIONS 

SECONDARY  (REINFORCING) 
INJECTIONS 

Under  1 

ON 

1. 

LPv 

C\J 

10-14 

Total 

Under  1 j 2 

3 

4 

5-9  j 10-14 

Total 

81 

5 1 - ! - 1 - 

1 

85  1 

i 1 

- 

49 

14  1 - 

64 

(Only  the  combined  diphtheria/who oping  cough  vaccine  used  in  the  district) 


Table  4» 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Group 

Pulmonary 

N on -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M i F 

M ■ F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

11-15 

1 I " 

_ 

— 

- 

r 

r 

21-25 

- j 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26-30 

- 1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

1 j 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grand 

Total: 

3 

NIL 

Table  5» 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  REPORTS 


RESULTS 
Throat  & Nasal  Specimens 

Coagulase  positive  staphylococci  14 

" negative  1 

Haemolytic  streptococci  16 

Monilia  1 

Vincents  spirochaetes  & fusiform  bacilli  1 

33 

Negatives  26 


Total  number  of  specimens  taken  . . 59 

Faecal  Specimens 

Salmonella  typhi -murium  4 

Shigella  sonne i 10 

14 

Negatives  24 

Total  number  of  specimens  taken  . . . • 38 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SURVEYOR  & PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  1958 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year. 

The  bulk  of  the  day  to  day  work  consisted  of  the  normal  routine 
interviews,  inspections,  visits,  etc.,  and  with  the  commencement  of  the 
holiday  season,  much  time  was  spent  in  supervising  the  work  of  the  caravan 
sites . 


July  saw  the  completion  of  Section  IV  roads  and  sewers  which  are 
to  serve  a total  of  100  houses  in  the  slum  clearance  programme  and  during 
April  the  first  phase  (l2th  Development)  of  37  houses  was  commenced. 

These  were  to  be  completed  by  Spring,  1959  for  the  rehousing  of  occupants 
in  Marks  Row,  Prospect  Place,  North  View  and  North  Street. 

The  major  work  on  the  highways  was  the  scarifying  and  complete 
recarpeting  of  Percy  Street  together  with  flagging  of  the  pavement,  the 
old  material  being  used  to  metal  the  Allotments  approach  read. 

The  water  supply  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  in  an  endeavour 
to  overcome  the  lack  of  pressure  experienced  in  the  western  area  of  the  town, 
a loop  main  was  laid  from  Bisley  Road  to  West  Avenue.  A new  chlorine  injector 
plant  was  installed  at  Morwick  to  replace  the  rather  antiquated  method 
previously  used  and  during  December  a scheme  for  threshhold  water  softening 
was  put  into  operation.  Details  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  are  given  under  the  heading  "Water  Supply". 

In  conclusion,  I would  thank  the  Health  Committee  and  members  of 
the  Council  for  their  interest  and  co-operation  and  to  the  staff  for  their 
conscientious  service. 


Surveyor  & Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  within  the  Urban  District  is 
1561  and  of  these  252  are  owned  by  the  Council.  During  the  year,  15  new 
houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and  37  were  under  construction 
by  the  Council. 

No  houses  were  closed  or  demolished  under  the  Housing  Acts  during 
the  year  but  inspections  of  unfit  properties  continued  to  be  made. 

327  houses  were  made  fit  by  minor  repairs  under  the  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts. 

HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  which  amended  the  Housing 
Act,  1949  in  relation  to  Improvement  Grants,  the  Council  considered  applications 


for  grants  as  follows?- 

(1)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year ..19 

(2)  Applications  rejected 1 

(3)  Applications  approved 18 

Approximate  average  grant  per  house £235 

Total  number  of  grants  approved  since  inception  of  scheme  until 
31st  December,  1958 65 


The  interest  in  Improvement  Grants  appears  mainly  to  be  shown  by 
owner-occupiers  and  it  is  disappointing  that  owners  of  tenanted  houses  do  not 
take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to  modernise  their  property. 

CONVERSION  TO  WATER  CLOSETS 

Further  reductions  in  the  number  of  earth  closets  were  accomplished 
during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  24  and  12  of  these  serve  properties 
owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board  who  have  expressed  their  intention  of  con- 
verting them  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the  I959/6O  Financial  Year. 

Of  the  remainder,  owners  have  been  written  and  advised  of  the  Council’s  offer 
of  £10  grant  towards  each  conversion. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

Amble  has  now  established  itself  as  a holiday  resort,  this  being 
assumed  from  the  extremely  large  number  of  applications  received  annually  for 
both  temporary  and  permanent  Caravan  Sites.  As  per  thepolicy  of  the  Council 
improvements  are  annually  made  and  during  1958  a start  was  made  on  a further 
block  of  toilets  for  the  Links  Caravan  Site  and  planning  permission  sought  for 
the  erection  during  1959  of  toilets  to  the  west  of  the  Lord  Mayor's  Site. 

Three  part  time  wardens  were  employed  on  a rota  basis  during  the 
season  and  by  this  method,  the  many  cleansing  duties  were  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
Refuse  collection  was  made  weekly  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  and  increased 
to  daily  collection  during  the  peak  holidaymaking  period. 

STREET  CLEANSING  AND  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  two  full  time  employees  and  all 
Sorbet  gullies  are  periodically  cleansed.  During  wet  weather  it  is  a constant 
job  to  clear  choked  gullies  of  small  coals  accumulated  from  the  lifting  of 
miners  coal  allocations  in  the  streets  and  this  problem  can  only  be  overcome 
wioh  the  c.. operation  of  the  National  Coal  Board  in  "bagging”  these  supplies, 
as  carried  out  in  other  areas. 


The  corning  into  force  of  the  Litter  Act,  1958  has  not  shown  a 
marked  effect  thn  the  Litter  problem  in  Amble.  Only  with  the  public  showing 
a sense  of  civic  pride  will  the  streets  and  open  spaces  become  free  from 
litter. 


STREET  LIGHTING 


Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  replacement  of 
obsolete  brackets  with  new  S.S.  51  lanterns  and  brackets.  Acklington  Road, 
Woodbine  Street  and  Albert  Street  were  dealt  with  in  this  manner  and  with 
this  type  of  enclosed  lantern  better  illumination  and  a saving  in  bulb 
replacements  is  envisaged.  A total  of  40 6 bulb  replacements  were  made  during 
1958  and  with  the  continuation  of  bracket  replacements,  this  figure  should  be 
cut  considerably. 

A column  was  erected  to  serve  the  new  Harbour  Road  properties,  and 
various  minor  lamps  discontinued  during  the  war,  were  brought  back  into  service. 

A weekly  inspection  of  all  lamps  is  made  and  replacements  and  repairs 
carried  out  the  following  day.  The  winding  of  time-switches  is  undertaken 
weekly  by  employees  of  the  Electricity  Board. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


A weekly  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  was  made  throughout 
the  year.  The  refuse  is  of  a mainly  heavy  nature  due  to  the  amount  of  miners' 
concessionary  coal  sometimes  of  doubtful  quality,  delivered  within  the  district. 

A Karrier  Bantam  diesel  7 cu.  yd.  vehicle  is  used  and  an  additional 
7 cu.  yd.  Karrier  Bantam  (used  normally  for  highways  repair  work)  is  br ougji-t/into 
service  as  and  when  necessary. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  during  the  winter  months  at  the  Old 
Quarry  which  has  an  immediate  approximate  capacity  for  25 > 000  cubic  yards  of 
refuse,  and  during  the  summer,  the  area  known  as  The  Braid  is  used.  One 
employee  is  occupied  full  time  on  these  controlled  tips  and  although  the  Council 
have  no  mechanical  plant  this  is  occasionally  hired  for  levelling  purposes. 

The  baling  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued  for  economical  reasons 
and  is  now  disposed  of  by  burning, 


The  nett  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  (at  31st  March,  1959) 


amounted  to 

£3457 

and  can 

be  summarissd  as  followss- 

Population 

No.  of 

Weekly 

Method  of 

Collection 

and  Disposal 

Costs 

(est . ) 

Collections 

Collection  Total 

<+H 

0 

• 

0 

!2i 

Eost  per  Cost  per  head  of 

House 

Trade 

Cost 

Houses 

house 

population 

4890 

1 

1 

1 x 7yS?*  £3457 
Side  loading 
vehicle 

1561 

£2.2 

14/- 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 


The  duties  under  the  Act  are  carried  out  by  this  Department  and  although 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  does  not  receive  training  in  this  sphere  of  work  it 
is  often  undertaken  in  addition  to  his  normal  routine  duties. 

Close  cooperation  was  maintained  with  the  County  Fire  Prevention 
Department  and  I am  indebted  to  these  specialised  officers  for  their  help  and 
advice . 
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All  installations  were  inspected  during  the  year  by  officers  of  the 
Fire  Prevention  Department  and  their  recommendations  made  were  under  the"Home 
Office  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions  for 
Petrol  Filling  Stations,  1957"*  As  these  Home  Office  recommendations  have 
not  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  owners  of  the  various  existing  installations 
could  not  be  compelled  to  carry  out  the  various  recommendations  of  the  County 
Fire  Officers. 

Thirteen  licences  were  issued  during  1958  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


172  visits  were  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  slaughterhouses  during 
the  year  for  the  purposes  of  meat  inspection  and  42  visits  were  made  to  food 
shops  for  the  inspection  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following 
table  gives  figures  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  of  which  100$ 
inspection  was  carried  outs- 

Sheep  & 

Steers  Heifers  Calves  Pigs  Ewes  Lambs  Sows  Tups 

No.  Killed  399  2 6 4 252  34  1263  3 1 

No.  Inspected  399  26  4 252  34  1263  3 1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 


Whole  carcases  condemned  - - - 11  ___ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond- 
emned 174  8 - 48  20  1 1 

Tuberculosis  only 

./hole  carcases  condemned  - - - - - - - - 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond© 

emned  37  2 - 2 - - - - 


Cysticercosis  Bovis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond- 
emned 2 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refridger- 
ation 

Generalised  & totaly 
condemned  - 


Total  amount  of  meat  condemned  = •'•1  ton  - 11  cwt.  - 16  lbs. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  registered  within  the  Urban  District, 
both  being  privately  owned.  During  the  year,  the  Co-operative  Society's 
slaughterhouse  was  brought  up  to  a high  standard  by  the  tiling  of  all  walls 
thus  facilitating  easy  cleaning  and  the  laying  of  non-slip  floors.  The  other 
slaughterhouse  recently  changed  ownership  and  various  improvements  have  and  are 
being  effected. 
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The  main  Acts  and  Regulations  now  operative  ares- 

(1)  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958  (in  force,  1st  January,  1958). 

(2)  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958  (in  force 

1st  January,  1959)* 

(3)  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1959  (in  force  1st  January  1959)* 

In  connection  with  the  Slaughterhouse  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order, 
1959,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  submit  their  report  on  Slaughter- 
house facilities  within  their  district  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
& Food  as  required  by  Section  3 of  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  2nd  November,  1959* 

Slaughtermen 

Eleven  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  within  the  district 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

Food  Promises 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  57  food  premises  in  the  district  and  any 
contraventions  or  deficiencies  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  person  in 
charge  or  owner  as  necessary.  Of  the  57  food  premises,  19  are  licenced 
under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  for  "the  storage  and  sale  of 
prepacked  ice  cream. 

No  clean  food  guilds  exist  in  the  district  and  it  was  not  found 
psssible  to  give  any  lectures  on  Food  Hygiene. 

All  condemned  food  is  burned  or  buried  at  the  controlled  tip  and 
during  the  year  a total  of  3 cwts.  3 qrs.  24  lbs.  of  assorted  tinned  foods 
were  disposed  of  by  this  method. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  for  contraventions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955* 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  gave  notice  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  include  the  following  districts  to  form  one  designated  area 
under  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1958s- 

The  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

The  Urban  Districts  of  Alnwick,  AMBLE,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshiro  and 

Newbiggin-by-the -Sea . 

The  Rural  Districts  of  Alnwick,  Castle  Ward,  Morpeth  and  Rothbury. 

This  area  is  one  of  ten  areas  named  in  England  and  Wales  and  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Order,  a|l  milk  now  sold  by  retail  within  the  District  must 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1953,  or  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954* 

"Specially  Designated"  milks  are  tuberculin  tested  milk,  which  is 
untreated  and  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milks,  which  are  treated  by  heat. 

During  the  year,  the  following  Dealer’s  Licences  were  issued  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk  Regulations 

1949  to  1953. 

Pasteurised  65  Sterilised  .........  6f 

and  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1954s- 
Tuberculin  tested  ...  2. 


34 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  is  derived  from  springs,  borehole  and  a deep  well  at  Hazon 
together  with  an  additional  artesian  supply  from  an  N.C.B.  prospecting  borehole 
at  Hartlaw  which  is  brought  by  an  overland  pipe  to  discharge  into  the  Hazon 
Well,  thus  giving  minimum  supplies  of  110  gallons  per  minute  and  maximum  supplies 
of  150  gallons  per  minute.  A further  borehole  at  Morwick  supplies  69,000 
gallons  per  day,  or  48  gallons  per  minute. 


Situated  at  Morwick  are  two  storage  reservoirs  with  a capacity  of 
2 million  gallons  and  which  supply  Amble  U.D.C.,  parts  of  Morpeth  R.D.C., 
parts  of  Alnwick  R.D.C.  and  the  H.A.F.  Station,  Acklington. 


Acklington  R.A.F. 
Alnwick  R.D.C. 
Broomhill  N.C.B. 
Morpeth  R.D.C. 
Amble  U.D.C. 


Daily  Average 
Consumption 

41,436 

1,622 

19,624 

66,693 

147,733 


Yearly  Total 


15,124,200 

592,200 

7,163,000 

24,342,900 

53,922,700 


TOTAL 


277,108  galls. 


101,145,000  galls. 


Average  rainfall  conditions  were  experienced  throughout  the  year,  the 
total  recorded  being  28. 40  inches. 

Considerable  anxiety  was  experienced  to  maintain  normal  supplies 
especially  when  the  new  main  to  Amble  Links  Estate  was  brought  into  operation 
with  the  resultant  increased  supplies  to  the  west  end  of  the  town  and  when  the 
new  Concrete  Storage  Tank  was  introduced  by  Morpeth  R.D.  Council.  However, 
the  co-operation  of  the  various  users  in  introducing  economy  measures  ensured 
essential  supplies.  Opportunity  was  taken  to  clean  out  the  north  reservoir 
and  to  enclose  the  outlet  of  the  north  reservoir  in  a new  covered  chamber  to 
avoid  feathers,  leaves  add  other  impurities  from  entering  the  mains. 

Normal  maintenance,  including  repairs  to  and  cleaning  of  pumps  and 
other  plant  was  carried  out. 

New  mains  were  laid  at  Links  Estate  (37  dwellings  for  slum  clearance) 
and  Bisley  Road.  The  normal  number  of  burst  mains  and  services  were  exped- 
itiously attended  to. 

In  the  past,  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  over  most  of  the 
year  in  transporting  pumps  and  supplies  to  Morwick  reservoirs  due  to  the  soft 
unnetalled  nature  of  the  Green  Lane,  but  during  the  year  this  lane  was  repaired 
with  ballast  supplied  free  from  British  Railways,  to  ensure  continuous 
access  to  the  reservoirs  for  the  whole  of  the  year. 

1 he  "drip  feed"  chlorination  was  discontinued  and  replaced  by  an 
electrically  operated  reagent  feeder.  With  this  type  of  unit,  the  rate  of 
chlorine  application  may  be  varied  by  changing  the  length  of  the  pumping 
stroke  and  by  the  choice  of  two  operating  speeds^ 

Constant  sampling  of  water  was  made  for  bacteriological  tests,  a 
total  or  31  samples  being  submitted  to  the  County  Health  Laboratory.  Of  these, 
63  had  no  faecal  count  and  the  remainder  showed  insignif icantly  small  counts 
which  upon  immediate  resampling  invariably  produced  bacteriologically  free  water. 

To  counteract  the  "hardness"  of  the  water,  a system  of  threshhold 
treatment  using  Calgon  was  introduced.  This  treatment  will  minimize  the 
deposit  of  "scale"  (calcium  carbonate)  in  hot  water  systems  and  already  the 
number  of  back  boiler  replacements  made  per  month  in  Council  houses  has 
dropped  appreciably. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  during  the 

year. 
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The  average  tsbtal  hardness  of 

the  samples 

was  318  parts 

per 

million  and  pH  value  was  7*5* 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  & 1948 
1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  hea 

1th 

Premises 

No . om 

Inspections  Written 

(a)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authority. 

Register 

5 

30 

Notices 

(b)  Factories  not  included  in  (a)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority. 

18 

72 

(c)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local  authority 
(excluding  outworker's  premises) 

3 

150 

- 

TOTAL 

26 

252 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds- 

Found  j 

Recommended 

Referred  by 
H.M. Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

- 

— 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (unsuitable  or 

defective ) 

3 

3 

- 

8 

8 

1 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  is  26.  During  the  year  252 
visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  which  resulted  in  8 offences  against  the 
Act  being  remedied.  This  work  has  been  facilitated  by  the  ready  co-operation 
Which  has  been  extehded  at  all  times  by  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  for  the  District. 

There  are  no  outworkers  registered  within  the  District. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1 9#9 9 
responsibility  for  the  control  of  rats  and  mice  in  rural  and  urban  areas  was 
placed  on  local  authorities. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  continued  the  Rat 
Confect  Service  carried  out  by  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committees  but 
the  Minister  decided  that  this  service  would  end  on  31st  March,  1959*  Local 
authorities  were  asked  if  they  would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  this  service 
at  agricultural  units  within  their  district  or  allow  specialist  firms  to  do  so. 
It  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  allow  the  latter  course  to  be  taken. 

The  following  information  as  required  J?y  the  Ministry,  tabulates  work 
carried  out  during  the  years- 
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(1) 

Local 

Authority 


Type 

Non  Agricultural 

(2) 


(3) 

_ , , . All  other 

Houses  (including 

/ . , „ ...  business 

(mclCouncil  . \ 

, \ premises) 

houses;  * 


pf  Property 

Agricultural 


UT 

Total 
of  (1) 
(2)  & 
(3) 


m 


1.  Number  of  properties  in 


local  authorities  district 

6 

1532 

307  1845 

16 

2.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected as  a result  cf ; 
a.  Notification 

19 

1 

20 

b.  Survey  under  the  Act 

c.  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 

— 

57 

17 

74 

1 

primarily  for  some  ether 
purpose ) 

6 

614 

216 

836 

15 

3.  Number  cf  properties  in- 
spected (in  Sect.ll)  which  were 

feund  to  be  infested  by 

0 . (Major 
a.  Rats  >...  0 

(.Minor 

1 

28 

1 

30 

2 

, (Major 

b.  Mice 

(Minor 

— 

4 

- 

4 

— 

4*  Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Se.  3)  treated  by  local 
authority 

1 

32 

1 

5*  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  4 of  the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Number  of  "Blockf  control 
schemes  carried  out 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

SUMMARY  OF  < 

OTHER 

WORK  EFFECTED 

After 

After 

Informal  Notice 

Formal  Notice 

Total 

Dustbins  provided 

22 

22 

Dustbins  renewed 

24 

24 

Drains  cleansed  or  repair 

16 

16 

Water  closet  structures  repaired 

4 

4 

Earth  closets  concerted 

13 

13 

Standpipes  renewed 

1 

1 

Floors  repaired. 

Firegrates  repaired 
Rain  water  pipes  & gutters  repaired 
or  renewed 
Windows  repaired 
External  walls  pointed 
Chimneys  repaired 


3 

4 

9 

5 
3 
1 


3 

4 

9 

5 
3 
1 


104 


95 


Water  Supply 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued 
Number  of  houses  affected 


Nil 

Nil 


New  Services  provided 

(a)  "by  local  authority  37 

(b)  by  private  owner  34 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by 

(a)  internal  tap  1424 

(b)  standpipes  in  yard  37 


Infectious  Diseases  (including  Food  Poisoning) 
No.  of  visits  3-4 

Nuisances  (various) 

Nku  of  visits  147 

No.  of  notices 

(informal)  82 

No.  of  notices 
( statutory) 


1 


-rrrj 


A -3LE  URBAN  D7 STRICT  COUNCIL 

Council  Offices,. 
ALIBLE, 

Larch,  1959* 

SHIP? LJC-  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

1.  Staff 
TABLE  A. 


Name  of 
Officer 

— *4 

— 

Nature  of 
A roointment 

1 

- — — ...  . . .. 

— — ■ 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Q.u  al  i f i cat  ions 

1 

Any  other 
appointments 
held 

T.B. Adamson 


Public  Health 
Inspector 

— 

Feb . 1955 

j 

Cert,  Royal 
Sanitary  Ass. 
of  Scotland.. 

M.A.P.H.I. 

r i 

Surveyor 

Address mand  Telephone  number  Dr.  R,  Short 

of  the  Hedical  Officer  of  Health  Alnwick  2263 

Home  - Alnmouth  323 


11.  Amount  of  shipping'  Entering 
the  district  during  the  year. 


TABLE  B. 


Ships  from 

Number 

Number 

By  the  hedical 
Officer  of 
Health 

Inspected  __ 

I By  the  Public 
Health 
Inspector 

r — - — — ■ — - — — - • 

No. of  ships  repor- 
ted as  having  or 
had  during  the 
voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board 

Bor  ign 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Coastwise 

435 

Mil 

40 

Nil 

Total 

437 

1 

Nil 

— — ■ 

42 

1 

i;  al 

1-11.  0 mar act or  of  shipping  and  trad  3 
during  the  year 


TABLE  0. 


Passenger  Traffic 

( Number  of 
( 

pas Bangers 

inwards 

Nil 

{ Number  of 

passengers 

outwards 

Nil 

Cargo  Traffic 

( Principal 

imports 

- 

Nil 

\ P-incip*! 

exports 

- 

Coal 

’ V*  •••  . » * * 
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Principal  Ports  from 
which  ships  arrive 

Aberdeen  (119),  London  (36),  Newcastle  (18),  Leith  (16)  and 
mainly  British  Ports. 

IV.  Inland  b feo  traffic 
There  i.\  no  Inland  barge  traffic, 

V.  Water  Supply 

Tne  Council  as  tnc  water  undertakers,  supply  both  the  port  and 
shipping  from  town  mains.  The  water  is  sold"  to‘  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  who  are  responsible  for  supplying  the  ships.  Supply 
is  carried  out  by  means  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes.  The  hosepipes 
nr  ' kept  in  the  stores  belonging  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and 
flushed  before  being  used.  There  are  no  water  boats. 

VI.  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations 

1 . List  of  infected  are  is 

Ti:  Weekly  epidemiological  Record  of  the  World  Health  Organisation 

is  received  by  this  Authority  and  copy  forwarded  to  the  Customs 
Oil icjer  who  r chives  the  declarations  of  health  coining  from  ports 
c’c-1°r  th'.n  excepted  ports.  These  are  then  forwarded  to  the  Council 
Offices. 

2.  Radio  Messages 

Link-up  radio  telephone  through  radio  station  Cul'lorconts  to 

ship. 


3.  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio 

Signals  received  ey  Coast  Guard  Station  and  communicated  by 
telephone  to  Harbour  Master's  Office. 

4.  Mooring  Stations 

Should  any  infectious  disease  exist  on  board  the  ship  is 
moored  to  the  west  jetty  and  quarantined  until  the  appropriate 
steps  are  taken. 


5.  Arr  mgoments  for:~ 


(*)  Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  diseases. 

Isolation  for  infectious  diseases  would  be  provided  in  Walker- 
Gate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 


( D ) Surveillance  ana  follow  up  of  contacts. 


Surveillance  ana  follow  up  of  contacts  is  carried  out  by  the 
i-iOdical  Officer  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 


^ , Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons. 
■article  s . 


clothing  and  other 


Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and 
articles  are  c .rried  out  when  required  under  the  supervision  of 
Puolic  health  Inspector. 


other 

the 


V . ...  . 


Vll 
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Smallpox 


(1)  Smallpox  cases  would  do  sent  by  ambulance  to  Langley  Park 
Hospital,  Co.  Durham,  Tel.  Langley  Park  214. 

(2)  Tr  ms port  would  bo  by  ambulance  from  the  Northumberland 
Council  Council  Ambulance  Service. 

(3)  Smallpox  Consultants  av -u liable 

Dr.  W.  Minns,  Deputy  County  M.O.,  County  Hall,  Newcastle. 

Dr.  J.  Grant,  14.6. H.,  Greensfiold  House,  Gateshead. 

Dr.  H.  Pearson,  Dunston  Hill  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

(4)  Laboratory  facilities  at  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle 

Vlll.  Venereal  Disease 


Available  facilities  for  the 
venereal  diseases  at:- 

General  Hospital 
Preston  Hospital  - 

22,  Stanley  Street  - 


diagnosis  and  treatment  of 


Newcastle  on  Tyne. 
North  Shields. 
Blyth. 


Notices  are  exhibited  in  the  Public  Conveniences  in  the  town. 

IX.  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other 
Infectious  diseases 

No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  as  having 
occurred  on  vessels  during  the  voyage. 

X.  Observations  on  occurrence  of  malaria 
No  cases  of  malaria  have  been  reported. 

XI.  Measures  against  ships  suspected 

of  Infection  with  plague 


No  cases  of  suspected  plague  have  been  reported. 


XI 1 .  Measures  against  Rodents 

Vessels  inspected  showed  little  or  no  signs  of  rodent  info static 
Arrangements  available  for  deratting  are  traps  or  poisoning. 


No  rats  we re  destroyed  on  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

The  authority  is  not  an  "approved"  port  for  the  issue  of 
derat tisat ion  certificates. 


Xlll.  Inspection  of  Ships 
No  nuisances  wer , found  in  vessels  inspected. 

XIV.  public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations 
1934  and  1945~ 

An  area  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Coquet  has  been  prescribed  as 
a prohibited  area  for  the  laying  of  shell-fish  beds  or  collection 
therofron,  in  -•  c cord  one.,  with  the  above  regulations.  The  prohibit  i^ 
has  boon  in  force  since  19th  November,  194°. 


. 


. 
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XV. 

The  port  is  not 


The  Council  own 
arrangements  for  the 


lie di cal  Insyocti'-n  of  Aliens 

■ - ......  ■ ■ —i  ■ mm  ■ — ■ » mmmm  — mmrnrn  , m mm,  » . m . ■ 

ipproved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens. 
XVI.  Miscellaneous 

a mortuary  which  is  utilised  in  making 
internment  of  the  dead. 


R.  SHORT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


